
2 Thessalonians 2:13-15 
The Presence of the Day of the Lord: 

The reason you don't have to fear the end – Part 1 

We are coming to the end of chapter 2, so let me set it in the original background again to give 
us context.  

 Ch 1:4 tells us that the recipients of this letter were a courageous group of people.  
 In the face of persecutions and afflictions, they were persevering in their 

profession of faith.  
Paul was proud of them. 

 From Acts 17 and 1 Thessalonians, we gather that Paul did not have as much time with 
these people as he would have like to have.  
 He was forced out of the city and left people young in the faith.  

o In 1 Thess. 3:10, we see that he was acutely aware of the need to 
"complete what was lacking in their faith."  

→ This means he knew they still needed teaching.  
 He was satisfied that his example left an indelible pattern for 

them to follow, but there were still things they needed to 
understand, and he didn't have time to teach them.  

 Now the second letter was written because false teaching about the coming of the Lord 
was threatening the stability and courageous nature of this young group of Christians.  
 In chapter 2:1, Paul says that he doesn't want them to be "quickly shaken from 

their composure or be disturbed."  
o Implying this was the effect of the false doctrine  

→ In essence the false doctrine went something like, “the 
persecutions and trials you are facing are early signs of the Day of 
the Lord.  

 Knowing what they would have known about the Day of the 
Lord, this was unsettling, to say the least.  

Therefore, Paul sets out to comfort them with the Gospel promise. 

God reserves unbelievers for judgment – like the people who were persecuting the church. 
But, in contrast, He reserves believers for glory.  

Therefore, don't fear the end!! 

Read with me verses 13-15 and listen as Paul brings this section to a comforting close. 
Pray 

Heb. 9:27 …it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, 

Jesus Christ has been appointed as judge for that DAY 
 Acts 10:42 
 1 Pet. 4:5  

Everyone will give an account of themselves and receive recompense according to their deeds 
 Matt. 16:27
 Rev. 20:11-15

All of us have good reason to fear this day. 
When measured against the Law of God, we have all transgressed. 

Who does not have condemning works written in their book? 

So how is it that Peter can so confidently tell us to fix our hope completely on the grace to be 
brought to us in that Day? 1 Pet. 1:13



I have the privilege to bring you good news this morning.  
 I speak to you believers.  

 I speak to you who have made peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 I speak to you who have been born of the Spirit of God and have the witness of 

the Holy Spirit that you are a son/daughter of God.  

You possess something against that Day called “ELECTION”

Your election is the reason Peter speaks of the Day not as a day of judgment but of grace. 
Election was the reason Paul was filled with gratitude on behalf of the believers and he was 
confident of their salvation: Read v13a; 1 Thess. 5:9 

Your election is the reason you don’t have to fear the end 

Now, election is a big subject.  
 Unfortunately, it’s also one of the most contentious subjects.  

 But the Bible holds our election out as the basis of our comfort and confidence in 
the Day of the Lord.  

Given its importance to the health of our faith (and its controversial nature), I propose that we 
slowly walk through this text to carefully study the thing being taught here – your election. 

There are three aspects of your election that come to light here: 
1. It’s Personal nature 
2. It’s Unconditional nature 
3. It’s Purposeful nature 

Now, to broach the subject we have to define it for those who may not know what we’re talking 
about.  

That’s what we’ll start with this morning and then begin to look at the textual aspects next 
week.  

Definition of Election:  
 Different words used in the Bible to describe this act of God: 

 Eph. 1:4-5 – He chose us + He predestined us 
 Rom. 8:29-30 – He foreknew + He predestined 
 Col. 3:12 Chosen of God 
 Tit. 1:1 Chosen of God 
 1 Pet. 1:1 Chosen of God 
 1 Thess. 1:4 Chosen of God 

Clearly the dominant word used to describe this act of God is “chosen” - ἐκλεκτός 
And those who are chosen come to be known as the elect 

The Biblical teaching of this act of God is known as election 

Richard Mayhue: 
“The free and sovereign choice of God, made in eternity past, to set His love on certain 
individuals, and, on the basis of nothing else in themselves but solely because of the good 
pleasure of His will, to choose them to be saved from sin and damnation and to inherit the 
blessings of eternal life through the mediatorial work of Christ.” 

Louis Berkhof 
“God’s eternal purpose to save some of the human race in and by Jesus Christ.” 



Wayne Grudem 
“An act of God before creation in which He chooses some people to be saved, not on account 
of any foreseen merit in them, but only because of His sovereign good pleasure.”  

So, election is the word that describes God’s act of choosing those He wants to save from His 
judgment. 

God’s election is important. His election is like spectacles that bring so many other things of 
the spiritual life into focus for us.  

 John Calvin says that, “We shall never feel persuaded as we ought that our salvation 
flows from the free mercy of God as its fountain, until we are made acquainted with his 
eternal election.” 
 And I may add that we shall never feel secure in our salvation until we 

understand His election.  

God’s election is not a fringe topic we can overlook.  
 Its central to God’s glory.  
 Its central to God’s love for you.  
 It pivotal to your loving response to Him.  
 It’s a hill to die on. 
 It was the only thing with which Paul encouraged young believers who felt threatened 

that they might face the judgments of God. 

So, it’s not a subject for the mature.  
It’s a subject by which we are matured. 

Tune in next week and find out how your election has made your salvation secure!! 


