
2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 
The Presence of the Day of the Lord: 

Why the end is not here yet 
 
In vv1-5, Paul's focus is to show his readers how to know when the end is here. In verse 2, we 
discovered the church was fed false ideas about the coming of the Lord and the gathering of the 
church to Him. The result was that they were in danger of becoming unstable in their faith and their 
Christian witness. They were also frightened and discouraged by the persecutions they were 
enduring. Paul needed to correct their understanding of the end times.  
 
And so, he shows us that the end will be signalled by two conspicuous events; The great apostasy 
and the revelation of the man of lawlessness.  
Since these have not happened yet, there's no need to be frightened by false stories about signs 
of the end times. The persecutions the Thessalonians were enduring were not signs of the end. 
Neither are the trials we are going through. Jesus said that these things are all merely the 
beginning of the birth pangs. We shouldn't be alarmed as if we have missed the coming of the 
Lord and will have to endure the wrath of the Day of the Lord.  
 

Coming to vv6-7, Paul tells us why the end is not here yet. 
Read-Pray 

 
So, what we see is that the end is not here because it's not the right time, and therefore, the 
restrainer has not been removed.  
 
Now, if we want to share in the comfort of this passage, there are two essential aspects that we 
must understand. 

• The first is the matter of timing  
▪ Paul says that the revelation of the man of lawlessness is being restrained because 

its not his time to be revealed.  
o What we want to understand is who determines the right time for him to be 

revealed? 

• The second is the matter of the identity of the one who is restraining the revelation of the 
man of lawlessness.  

▪ Although this is a notoriously tricky issue to pin down, I do believe we have enough 
information to make an informed estimation about his identity 

 
Understanding these two aspects will help you anchor your hope entirely in the grace that is about 

to be revealed to you when the Lord Jesus comes back. 
 
The aspect of timing 
Who determines the right time for the man of lawlessness to be revealed?  

• We have two options here 
▪ Either the man of lawlessness determines the time of his own revelation or God 

determines it 
o Which one is it? 

→ 2 Thess. 2:11-12  
 
Q1: In the broader context of this passage, what could this deluding influence be that is sent into 
the world? 
A1: vv9-10 says that it is the man of lawlessness 
Q2: Who sends him into the world? 
A2: v11 says that God is the one who sends him 
 

We conclude then that God determines the timing of the revelation of the man of lawlessness 
 



Now don't think that there's some sort of social contract or agreement between God and the Devil.  

• Satan is a murderous beast, chomping at the bit to do what he wants to do, but God is 
always working in various ways to restrain him.  

 
▪ What I want you to see here is that God is in complete control of what is happening 

o Rev. 4 
o Is. 6:1-4 
o Is. 40; 45:1-7 

 
The fact that God is in control comforts us because it means that nothing can happen to us that is 

not ordained by our Father 
He is the one who determines the timing of every event in world history. 

Let's think for a moment of the 20th century: 

The 20th century was dominated by a chain of events that heralded significant changes in world 
history as to redefine the era: flu pandemic, World War I and World War II, nuclear power and 
space exploration, nationalism and decolonization, the Cold War and post-Cold War conflicts; 
intergovernmental organizations and cultural homogenization; poverty reduction and world 
population growth, and the birth of the Digital Revolution. It saw significant advances in power 
generation, communication, and medical technology that by the late 1980s allowed for near-
instantaneous worldwide computer communication and genetic modification of life. The 20th 
century saw the most extensive transformation of the world order since the Fall of Rome. 

The Lord, our God, is the author of this story 
He is the one who determined the timing of each one of these events 

In the same way, He controls when, where and how the man of lawlessness will be revealed 
 
The aspect of the identity of the restrainer 
Now, we know that God works in the world through means; Or to use technical language – He 
works in and through secondary causes.  
Here's what we mean by that: 

• God saves through secondary causes:  
▪ How did God save Jacob and his 12 sons from the famine? 

o By means of Joseph (Gen. 37-50, see 50:20) 
▪ How did God save Israel from their Babylonian captivity? 

o By means of Cyrus (Is 44:24-45:7; 2 Chron. 35:22; Ezr. 1:1) 
▪ How does God save you from His wrath? 

o By means of Christ's atoning sacrifice on your behalf (Rom. 5:6-9) 
God is the first cause, who saves His people, but He saves them by employing secondary causes 

• God judges through secondary causes: 
▪ How did God judge Israel? 

o By means of Assyria and Babylon (Is. 7:17-8:8, 39:5-7; Jer. 20:4-5; Deut. 
28:32-37, 47-57)  

▪ How did God discipline his people in the desert? 
o By means of withholding food from them or giving them what they craved 

(Deut. 8:3; Num. 11:1-34) 
▪ How does God judge the unbelieving world? 

o By means of removing His gracious restraints (Rom. 1:18-32) 
 

In the same way, God is at present restraining the revelation of the lawless one by means of a 
secondary cause: Read vv6-7 
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Who is this restrainer? 

• 2 important observations:  
▪ The suddenness of his removal  

o The removal of the restrainer is directly linked to the revelation of the man of 
lawlessness. (vv7-8) 

o The revelation of the man of lawlessness is directly linked to the Day of the 
Lord (vv3-4) 

o The Day of the Lord comes as a thief in the night (1Thess. 5:2) 
→ Therefore, the removal of the restrainer and the revelation of the man 

of lawlessness is something that will happen suddenly 
▪ The means of his removal 

o He does not remove himself, he is taken out of the way (v7) 
So, what do we know that fits this description of being suddenly removed? 

Notice the context of our discussion: 2Thess. 2:1 

• How will the church be gathered to the Lord?  
▪ 1 Thess. 4:17  
▪ 1 Cor. 15:50-52 

 
It is my opinion, based on the evidence I have outlined here, that the restrainer is the church 

through whom God the Holy Spirit is currently restraining evil in the world. 
 
Someone might object and say, “it surely doesn't look that way”. 

• But notice that Paul says: V7a 
▪ What we are seeing is lawlessness already at work in the world.  

o It is already deceiving and corrupting, and if it could have it's way, the world 
would have no truth in it 

→ But through the ministry of the Holy Spirit through the church, this 
corrupting influence is being restrained.  

 It's a fascinating study to see how western civilization has been 
shaped by Judeo Christian values.  

 It's also a fascinating study to see how the west has been a 
dominant force in restraining moral corruption in the world. 

➢ The church is the source of the values that has been the 
bedrock of western civilization 

 
When the Lord removes the church, the world will be at the mercy of Satan with nothing to stop 

him from his self-indulgent desires. 
The lawless one will be revealed, and all the world will commit the single and most significant act 

of idolatry since the beginning of creation. 
 

The takeaway is this; You know that the end is being restrained so that it happens in its God-
ordained time. That’s why it’s not here yet. Don’t give any attention to those who cry wolf by 
pointing to this sign and that sign. The world will only be given over to the lie once the church is 
removed. So, don’t be afraid Christian, though the world is being corrupted, it is doing so under the 
control of Him who will soon come to take you to be with Him forever.  

1 Pet. 3:10-14 
O may the Lord come quickly!! 


