
 

Grace Fellowship  

Sasolburg 
 

Exists to exalt God,  

Edify & Equip believers & 

Evangelize the lost. 

 

 

E-BULLETIN     5 – 11 April2020 

Special Dates: 
BIRTHDAYS:       
5th - Marcus Erasmus  6th - James McCracken     

10th - Reuben Aron  10th - Munaye Nyamande    
11th - Jeff Perkins 

 

EVENTS: 
Ladies’ Bible Study 

Saturday 11 April 8:00 
WhatsApp group (Annemarie will send a link to the Ladies) 

 
AGM & Fellowship Braai 

Our AGM has been rescheduled for Sunday 19th of April. 

God willing, we shall then be able to meet! 
Please diarize this date! 

 

Message from GFS Leadership: 
 A Small Encouragement in Times of Trial from Philippians 4:1-7  

1 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 
firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.   
2 I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord.   
3 Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, who have laboured 
side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my 
fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.   
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.   
5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;   
6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.   



7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.   
  

God does not want us to worry or be anxious. This is often easier said than done 
and lived out in our daily lives, especially in trying times such as these.   

Worldwide things are not very good. Refugee crises, joblessness, slumping 
economies and now, a new virus that is causing even more economic problems, 

and brings fear of sickness and death.  

How do we NOT worry or be anxious for ourselves and our loved ones?  
 

Where are we standing?  
Paul says in verse 1, “Therefore….stand firm thus in the Lord,” This verse is the 

key to the rest of the passage. We must be grounded in the Lord. How do we 
achieve this? In order to be grounded in the Lord, we must be spiritually stable. If 

we are spiritually stable, we will be founded in God, and be able to better deal 

with all that is being thrown at us.  
Paul will now show us how to be spiritually stable.  

 
Environment of love in fellowship  

Verses 2 & 3 calls for loving unity in the church. We must be peacemakers and 

strive for environment of peace and loving unity in our fellowship. Working in 
unity, together in the Gospel, in agreement with the Lord will help us achieve this 

stability in God. We do not tolerate error and falsehoods and hypocrisy just for 
the sake of achieving unity, but we need to agree in the Lord and his truth. Being 

in loving unity with fellow believers will cultivate spiritually stability.  
In our current circumstance we are not able to enjoy this privilege.  But you can 

and should cultivate a loving unified environment in your home, and this time we 

are spending at home can be used to good effect.   
 

Maintain a spirit of joy  
Verse 4 implores us to rejoice twice, but in what? Material blessing, our health, 

our families, our job security?   

No, we are told to rejoice in the Lord, nothing else. To rejoice in the Lord is to 
know that our hope as Christians, who share in a privileged communion with God, 

through what Christ accomplished on the cross, is not found in this world, but in 
the promises of God for every true believer. Our circumstances do not influence 

this joy. The joy in God transcends trials, difficulties, temptations, persecution and 

whatever else we can expect to endure in our lives. It gives us hope, to focus 
past our circumstances and look at what Christ has prepared for us.  

 
Your expectations will determine your joy  

This will probably be one of the most difficult things to accept. Especially in our 
culture, which tells us constantly how special and deserving we are, how many 

rights we have etc. We need to be humble; we must learn to accept less than we 



think we deserve or think we are due. This is humility and will lead to 
contentment. Contentment means to be satisfied with what we have, or do not 

have. In other words, we must realise that we are sinful, and not deserving of 

anything but death. Verse 5: “Let you reasonableness be known to everyone,” . 
(The NASB says “Let your gentle Spirit be known. “) The idea is that we do not 

demand or expect anything. If you do not expect anything and realise you do not 
deserve anything, you will not be disappointed when it gets taken away, or you 

never get it. You will then rejoice in the Lord, for the untold grace He showed you 

when He saved you, because even that, is totally undeserved.   
(to be continued next week…) 
 
With love and devotion 

GFS Leadership 
 

Prayer List: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evangelism: 

- Newton & Vanessa Chilingulo 
(+265) 996-99-6305 

- Tony & Santie McCracken 
(+265) 884-36-3269 

- Richard & Telda Peskett 
(079) 469-3499 

- Iwan & Maggie Boersma  

(magdaaeb@gmail.com) 
 

Illnesses: 
Melloney Hasson               (084) 765-1188 

Billy Mellet                       (016) 454-0462 

* Cancer patients: 
- Vanessa Chilingulo   (+265) 996-99-6305 

* Chronic illnesses: 
- Billy & Pikkie Mellet         (016) 454-0462 

- Glynn Meyer                  (082) 335-7508 
 

Missing person: 

Sylvester’s sister, Ruth  
(Sylvester (072) 215-0614) 

 
Pregnancies: 

Marzelle Pretorius             (076) 474-3644 

Robyn Aron                      (076) 847-2181 
 

 

Our church: 
Pray that God may work in the 

hearts of His people in GFS to 

freely and willingly give of 
themselves and their material 

blessings to serve His greater 
purposes. Pray that God may 

cause all these efforts to bring 

glory to Christ in GFS and to GFS 
in Christ. 

(2 Thessalonians 1:11-12) 
The World: 

- The persecuted church 
- Salvation of the lost 

- The government 

Corona Virus 

• That God will protect us from 

this illness. 

• For the medical personnel 

working during this time. 

• For peace and order in the 

country. 

• For the at-risk groups. 

• That God will use this situation 

to call the lost to repentance. 

• That our trust in His promises 

will grow stronger through this 

trial. 



Ministries of our Church: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Devotions from Drawing Near  

by John MacArthur  

 

Hallowed be Thy name (Matthew 6:9) 
Prayer should always exalt God. 

 
The Disciples' Prayer illustrates the priority that God should hold in our prayers. 

Jesus began by exalting the Father: "Hallowed be Thy name" (v. 9), then 

requested that the Father's kingdom come and His will be done (v. 10). He 
concluded with an anthem of praise: "For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen" (v. 13). His prayer literally begins and ends with 
God. 

"Hallowed be Thy name" exalts the name of the Lord and sets a tone of worship 

and submission that is sustained throughout the prayer. Where God's name is 
hallowed, He will be loved and revered, His kingdom eagerly anticipated, and His 

will obeyed. 
"Thy name" speaks of more than a title such as "God," "Lord," or "Jehovah." It 

speaks of God Himself and is the composite of all His attributes. The Hebrews 

considered God's name so sacred they wouldn't even speak it, but they missed 
the point. While meticulously guarding the letters of His name, they slandered His 

character and disobeyed His Word. Because of them the name of God was 
blasphemed among the Gentiles (Romans 2:24). 

Psalm 102:15 says, "The nations will fear the name of the Lord, and all the kings 
of the earth Thy glory." It's not the letters of God's name that the nations fear; 

it's the embodiment of all He is. As Jesus prayed, "I manifested Thy name to the 
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men whom Thou gavest Me" (John 17:6). He did that by revealing who God is. 
John 1:14 says, "The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld 

His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth." 

Jesus told Philip, "He who has seen Me has seen the Father" (John 14:9). Jesus is 
the manifestation of all who God is. 

Manifesting the priority of God in your prayers involves acknowledging who He is 
and approaching Him with a reverent, humble spirit that is yielded to His will. As 

you do that, He will hallow His name through you. 

 
Suggestions for Prayer 

• Praise God for His holiness. 
• Ask Him to use you today to demonstrate His holiness to others. 

 
For Further Study 

Read Numbers 20. How did Moses show irreverence for God's name? 
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