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The Lord is Truly Risen! 
 



Special Dates & Events: 
THIS WEEKEND: 
Good Friday Sermon (10th of April) 

Preacher: Leon Pretorius 
The purpose of Christ’s death  
(Various texts) 
 

Easter Sunday Sermon (12th of April) 

Preacher: Leon Pretorius 
Your sanctifying hope  
(1 John 2:1-3) 
 

BIRTHDAYS:       

10th – Reuben Aron 
10th – Munaye Nyamande 

11th – Jeff Perkins 
15th - Simanga Tsabedze 

 

ANNIVERSARY: 
18th - Hennie & Chrisna Jordaan 

 
NEXT WEEK SUNDAY: 

AGM & Fellowship Braai 
Our AGM has been rescheduled for Sunday 19th of April. 

God willing, we shall then be able to meet! 

Please diarize this date! 
 

 
Message from GFS Leadership: 

(…continuing from last week) 

 A Small Encouragement in Times of Trial from Philippians 4:1-7  
1 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 
firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.   
2 I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord.   
3 Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, who have laboured 
side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my 
fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.   
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.   
5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;   
6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.   
7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.   
  



Have confidence in God, He is near  
Verse 5 & 6 says “The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything,”. The 

near here refers to God being close to us, not in terms of time and the second 

coming. We can have faith in God, and not be anxious about our circumstances, 
because God is with us. We can trust that God is in control, nothing surprises him, 

(the Corona virus did not surprise God!), that he will work everything for good  
in terms of our salvation, sanctification and glorification, He is near and close to 

us, not far off and distant.  

 
Antidote to worries and anxiety   

Thankful prayer. Please take note, not questioning, angry, bitter, doubtful prayer, 
but thankful. In times of distress, we must turn to God. We are allowed to request 

and supplicate our requests from God, but always with a thankful attitude. You 
might ask what have I to be thankful for in these circumstances I am in. We 

should see and acknowledge that our omnipotent God has a purpose for  

everything that happens in our lives. He promised to work all things for good in 
terms of our salvation, and for the glory of His name. Be thankful for past mercies 

and blessings. Stop being so caught up in you suffering and realise you still have 
a lot of undeserved things to be grateful for. God knows your problems, and He 

knows you are suffering, BUT He knows what He needs to accomplish through 

this trial in your life. God is sovereign and close, so please trust in Him, and 
release your worries into His hands. Be on your knees and remind yourself 

constantly of His attributes and promises.  
 

The answer is not important  
What is the outcome of all of this? Verse 7 does not tell us anything about Gods 

answer to our prayers, but it does promise us peace, whatever the answer to 

prayers might be. This peace, or contentment in His answer, comes from God. It 
guards over our hearts and minds. He will guard us from anxiety, fear, stress, 

discontentment and all these things and cause us to see His will during difficult 
times, and helping us to be content that He is in control.   

 

Conclusion  
We are very prone to ask “Why is this happening to me?” But the better question 

should rather be “Why should this NOT be happening to me?” We have all Gods 
promises, all the strength He gives and the advantage of knowing that He is 

sovereignly in control of our lives and everything around us.  

He loved us so much that in spite of our sinfulness, He sent His Son to pay our 
debt and prepare the way to Him for us. He is close and He IS using all things in 

our lives to work His will in our lives and see His purpose fulfilled in us to the end.   
Does this mean we do not do anything about our circumstances? No, if you are 

sick you see a doctor, if you are without work, you do your best to find 
employment, if you need help you ask. God gave us all faculties and other means 

by which we should live and help ourselves and others, and we have a  



responsibility do this to the best of our abilities. Never give up, but never rely on 
your own strength, always trust in God, and be on your knees and in His word 

with a thankful attitude, do not be overcome by all the bad news, do not be 

worried about things we cannot change in any case. Cling to his promises, find 
your strength in Him, and keep the hope we have fixed firmly in your hearts and  

minds.   
 

With love and devotion 

GFS Leadership 
 

 
 

 

Prayer List: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Evangelism: 
- Newton & Vanessa Chilingulo 

(+265) 996-99-6305 
- Tony & Santie McCracken 

(+265) 884-36-3269 
- Richard & Telda Peskett 

(079) 469-3499 

- Iwan & Maggie Boersma  
(magdaaeb@gmail.com) 

 
Illnesses: 

Melloney Hasson               (084) 765-1188 

Billy Mellet                       (016) 454-0462 
* Cancer patients: 

- Vanessa Chilingulo   (+265) 996-99-6305 
* Chronic illnesses: 

- Billy & Pikkie Mellet         (016) 454-0462 
- Glynn Meyer                  (082) 335-7508 

 

Missing person: 
Sylvester’s sister, Ruth  

(Sylvester (072) 215-0614) 
 

Pregnancies: 

Marzelle Pretorius             (076) 474-3644 
Robyn Aron                      (076) 847-2181 

 
 

Our church: 

Pray that God may give the grace 
that GFS needs to pursue 

godliness. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit may help each individual 

member of our fellowship to have 

nothing to do with worldly fables 
and ungodly thinking but rather 

to discipline themselves for the 
purpose of godliness.  

(1Timothy 4:7-8) 
The World: 

- The persecuted church 

- Salvation of the lost 

- The government 

Corona Virus 

• That God will protect us from 

this illness. 

• For the medical personnel 

working during this time. 

• For peace and order in the 

country. 

• For the at-risk groups. 

• That God will use this situation 

to call the lost to repentance. 

• That our trust in His promises 

will grow stronger through this 

trial. 



Ministries of our Church: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Devotions from Drawing Near  
by John MacArthur  

 

Hallowed be Thy name (Matthew 6:9). 
 

God is holy and deserves your highest respect and your humble obedience. 
To most people the word “hallowed” elicits thoughts of Halloween, ivy-covered 

walls, or starchy religious traditions. But those are all far from its biblical meaning. 

"Hallowed" in Matthew 6:9 translates a Greek word that means "holy." When 
Christ said, "Hallowed be Thy name," He was saying in effect, "May Your name be 

regarded as holy." When you hallow God's name, you set it apart from everything 
common and give Him the place He deserves in your life. 

Throughout Scripture, holiness is attributed to persons or things that are 

consecrated to God's service. The Sabbath day, for example, was to be kept 
holy—set apart from the other days (Exodus 20:8). The Israelite priests were to 

be considered holy because they rendered special service to the Lord (Leviticus 
21:8). As believers in Christ we are to be holy because we belong to God (1 Peter 

1:15). 
Holiness also speaks of moral excellence and purity. God is called the "Holy One" 

(1 Peter 1:15) not only because He is set apart from His creation, but also 

because He is pure and sinless in His character. That's why Isaiah pronounced a 
curse on himself when he saw the Lord and heard the angels crying out, "Holy, 

Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory" (Isaiah 6:3- 
5). He was overcome with a sense of his own human sinfulness in the presence of 

a holy God. 

Such a God deserves your highest respect and reverence. He is your gracious and 
loving Father, but He is also the sovereign, majestic God of the universe. 

Church Office: 

Phone: (016) 971-1005 or (074) 064-3777 (Leon) 
Physical Address:  

26 Koeberg street, Vaalpark 
Postal: P.O. Box 61964, Vaalpark, 1947 

Email: gracefellowshipsasolburg@gmail.com 

Website: www.gracesasolburg.co.za 
Facebook: Grace Fellowship Sasolburg 

Grace News: (074) 605-0394 

 

Leadership Details: 

Marc Erasmus 

(071) 687-0149 
Leon Pretorius  

(Pastor-Teacher) 
(074) 064-3777 

Jochen Theiss 
(082) 655-3476 

Warren Joubert 

(082) 436-1932 
Bank Account: 

Grace Fellowship Sasolburg, @ Nedbank Sasolburg, 

account number 176 433 9193, branch code 176 436 

mailto:gracefellowshipsasolburg@gmail.com
http://www.gracesasolburg.co.za/


Consequently, you must guard against thinking of Him as a buddy or addressing 
Him flippantly. 

Additionally, He deserves your humble obedience. You hallow His name only when 

your life is marked by righteousness and moral excellence. 
May that be true of you today, and may you seek to honour Him in all that you 

do! 
 

Suggestions for Prayer 

• Always approach God with a sense of respect and reverence. 
• Think of specific ways that you can hallow His name today. Ask Him for 

 the grace to do so. 
 

For Further Study 
Read each of these verses, noting the specific ways you can glorify God: Joshua 

7:19; Psalm 50:23; John 15:8; Romans 15:5-6; 1 Corinthians 6:20; Philippians 

2:9-11; and 2 Thessalonians 3:1. 


